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from the accounts of the early voyagers, that the statues, or the
greater number of them, were still in place in the eighteenth
century; by the early part of the middle of the nineteenth century
not one was standing.

The destruction of the ahu has continued in more modern
days.     A manager, whose sheep had found the fresh-water
springs below high water, thinking they were injuring themselves
by drinking from the sea, erected a wall round a large part of
the coast to keep them from it.    For this wall the ahu came in
of qourse most conveniently ; it was run through a great number
and their material used for its construction.   One wing of
Tongariki has been pulled down to form an enclosure for the
livestock.     In addition to the damage wrought by man, the
ocean is ever encroaching: in some cases part of an ahu has
already fallen into the sea, and more is preparing to follow;
statues  may be found  lying on  their  backs in process of
descending into the waves (fig. 43),   One row of images, on the
extreme western edge of the crater of Rano Kao, which were
visible, although inaccessible, at the time of the visit of the U.SA
ship Mohican in 1886, are now lying on the shore a thousand
feet below.    As the result of these various causes the burial-
places of Easter Island are, as has been seen, all in ruins, and
many are scarcely recognisable; only their huge stones and
prostrate figures show what they must once have been.